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Louisiana Purchase Auction™ 
ACHIEVES $3.1 MILLION 
 

Neal Auction Company’s November 21 and 22, 2015 Louisiana Purchase Auction™ witnessed 
excellent results for fine art, furniture, and decorative arts. The sale featured a number of notable 
collections, including Masterworks from the D. Benjamin Kleinpeter, Sr. Collection, Baton Rouge, LA; 
Important Property from the Vieux Carré Residence of a Distinguished French Gentleman; and 
Property Descended in the Turnbull/Bowman/Fort Family of Rosedown and Catalpa Plantations, St. 
Francisville, LA; among others. 
 
Neal Auction’s annual Louisiana Purchase Auction™ achieved several record breaking prices for works 
by artists at auction, including Theora Hamblett ($67,375.00), Enrique Alferez ($55,125.00) and 
François Fleischbein ($28,175.00). 
 
TOP 20 LOTS 
 
#1 ▪ Lot 167 ▪ Richard Clague ▪ $177,625.00 
 
The highlight of Neal Auction Company’s 2015 Louisiana Purchase Auction™ was lot 167, an 
important oil on canvas by Richard Clague (French/Louisiana, 1816-1878) depicting “Streetcar Tracks” 
in circa 1870 New Orleans. The painting represents a transitional period in the country’s history when 
technological innovations began to transform the post-antebellum South. After competitive bidding 
from the telephone bank and salesroom floor, Clague’s work sold for an impressive $177,625.00 to a 
local collector. 
 
#2 ▪ Lot 174 ▪ William Henry Buck ▪ $118,750.00 
 
Lot 174, “Cattle Grazing beside a Cabin among Live Oak Trees,” an accomplished depiction of a rural 
Louisiana landscape by William Henry Buck (1840-1888), achieved $118,750.00. With competition 
from the salesroom floor, the painting sold to a local collector bidding on the telephone. 
 
#3 ▪ Lot 296 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $75,000.00  
 
Lot 296, “Between My Mentor,” a monumental work featuring two iconic Blue Dogs by beloved 
Louisiana artist George Rodrigue (1944-2013) sold for $75,000.00 to a Louisiana collector. Blending an 
unusual combination of oil and acrylic paints, the 1998 painting represents the height of Rodrigue’s 
Blue Dog series. 
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for the artist with “Chairman 
of the Board,” which sold on April 18, 2015 for $173,275.00.  



 
#4 ▪ Lot 180 ▪ Louisiana Armoire ▪ $73,500.00  
 
Lot 180, a rare Louisiana Creole inlaid cherrywood and cypress armoire achieved an impressive 
$73,500.00.  Boasting a provenance chain that dates back to its circa 1810 creation date, this 
important piece of Southern furniture from the Kleinpeter Collection in Baton Rouge sold to a local 
museum competing against bidders on the salesroom floor. 
 
#5 ▪ Lot 303 ▪ Theora Hamblett ▪ $67,375.00 
 
Lot 303, “Path and Pasture,” a significant early work by celebrated Mississippi artist Theora Hamblett 
(1893-1977), sold to a telephone bidder competing against the phone bank, absentee bids, and the 
salesroom floor. The work more than tripled its presale low estimate of $18,000, selling for the 
record-breaking auction price of $67,375.00. The former record price of $35,850.00 for a work by 
Hamblett was achieved by Neal Auction Company in June 2015 with “School Children Getting 
Drinking Water.” 
 
#6 ▪ Lot 175 ▪ William Aiken Walker ▪ $61,250.00 
 
Lot 175, “Bringing in the Dory,” a well-documented Florida scene by preeminent South Carolina artist 
William Aiken Walker (1838-1921) sold for $61,250.00 to a Florida collector competing against the 
telephones and the salesroom floor.  In this masterful 1895 composition, Walker depicts a fisherman 
and the architecture of the coast within the background of the Pacetti House and the Halifax River. 
 
#7 ▪ Lot 288 ▪ Enrique Alferez ▪ $55,125.00 
 
With a presale estimate of $15,000 to $25,000, lot 288, a carved wood sculpture of “Moses” by New 
Orleans artist Enrique Alferez (1901-1995) greatly exceeded expectation, selling for $55,125.00 and 
setting a new world record auction price for the artist. The work garnered considerable attention 
from the salesroom floor and the telephone bank that culminated in a bidding war between two local 
collectors.  
 
Lot 282, a cast stone bas relief of “Fisherman Hauling Nets” by Enrique Alferez (1901-1995), also 
achieved impressive results. Against a $6,000 to $9,000 presale estimate, the work sold for 
$12,250.00 to a Louisiana collector bidding on the salesroom floor. 
 
Tied #8 ▪ Lots 293, 310 and 311 ▪ Ida Kohlmeyer ▪ $44,100.00 
 
Lots 293, 310 and 311, three iconic abstract compositions titled “Circus Series 22A,” “Square D80,” 
and “Horizontal Rectangles #8” by Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer (American/New Orleans, 1912-1997), 
each sold for $44,100.00 to art collectors from Texas, Louisiana and North Carolina, respectively. The 
works attracted widespread attention from bidders across all bidding platforms.  
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the world record price for the artist’s work at auction 
with the sale of “Cluster #1,” which sold for $110,250.00 on September 12, 2015. 
 



#9 ▪ Lot 193 ▪ Coin Silver Streetcar ▪ $43,325.00 
 
Lot 193, a very rare New Orleans coin silver and silver gilt exhibition model of a mule-drawn 
streetcar, generated intense interest from Southern regional collectors both on the telephones and 
on the salesroom floor. The mid-19th century replica of a “bobtail” streetcar manufactured by 
Zimmerman’s silversmith sold to a local museum for $43,325.00—over fourteen times its presale low 
estimate of $3,000. 
 
#10 ▪ Lot 171 ▪ William Aiken Walker ▪ $36,750.00 
 
Lot 171, “Common Blue Crab,” a rare oil on paper still life by William Aiken Walker (American/South 
Carolina, 1838-1921), sold exceptionally well.  A Texas collector bidding in the room purchased the lot 
for $36,750.00 after trumping bids from the salesroom floor and the telephone bank. 
 
TIE #11 ▪ Lot 251 ▪ Newcomb Vase ▪ $33,687.00 
 
Lot 251, a Newcomb College high glaze vase decorated by Harriet Coulter Joor, achieved $33,687.00, 
selling to a Southern gentleman battling the telephone bank and absentee bids.  
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the world-record auction price for Newcomb pottery 
with a high glaze vase by Marie de Hoa LeBlanc, which sold in June 2009 for $169,000.00. 
 
TIE #11 ▪ Lot 191 ▪ Andres Molinary ▪ $33,687.00 
 
Lot 191, “Le Chemin des Chapitoulas,” an oil on canvas depicting a dredger on Bayou Tchoupitoulas 
by Andres Molinary (American/New Orleans, 1847-1915), attracted strong interest, selling for 
$33,687.00 to a Texas collector in the room. 
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by Andres Molinary 
with “North Shore, Lake Pontchartrain (Fisherman's Cabin),” which sold in September 2015 for 
$261,500.00. 
 
#12 ▪ Lot 321 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $31,850.00 
 
Lot 321, a well-known portrait painting by George Rodrigue (American/Louisiana, 1944-2013) titled 
“Les Compositieurs en Acadiana (The Composers)” featuring musical luminaries Mozart, Bach, 
Tchaikovsky, Wagner, Chopin, Schubert, and Beethoven, sold for $31,850.00 to a Louisiana collector 
bidding on the telephone. 
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for the artist with the sale of 
“Chairman of the Board,” which sold on April 18, 2015 for $173,275.00.  
 
#13 ▪ Lot 189 ▪ Marie Adrien Persac ▪ $30,625.00 
 



Lot 189, “Capriccio of a Louisiana Landscape with Bayou and Figures” by Marie Adrien Persac (French, 
1823-1873, act. Louisiana 1851-1873), attracted interest with its exceptional attention to detail, 
selling for $30,625.00 to a New Orleans collector bidding on the phone. 
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by the artist with 
“Palo Alto Plantation, Ascension Parish,” which sold on November 20, 2010 for $371,000.00. 
 
TIE #14 ▪ Lot 24 ▪ American Gothic Octagonal Center Table ▪ $28,175.00 
 
Lot 24, an important circa 1844 American Gothic carved rosewood center table labeled Crawford 
Riddell, Philadelphia, sold to a Southern collector for $28,175.00. The table was among the many 
highlights offered in Neal Auction Company’s Louisiana Purchase Auction™ from the 
Turnbull/Bowman/Fort Families of Rosedown Plantation in St. Francisville, LA. 
 
TIE #14 ▪ Lot 463 ▪ François Fleischbein ▪ $28,175.00 
 
Lot 463, “Portrait of a Creole Woman” by François Fleischbein (Bavarian/New Orleans, c. 1801-1868), 
one of Louisiana’s leading painters of free women of color, more than quintupled its presale low 
estimate of $5,000, selling to an American museum for the record-setting sum of $28,175.00. 
 
#15 ▪ Lot 253 ▪ Abbott Fuller Graves ▪ $28,125.00 
 
Lot 253, a rare Southern scene of the “Courtyard at 726 St. Peter St., New Orleans” by acclaimed 
American artist Abbott Fuller Graves (1859-1936), attracted interest from multiple bidding platforms, 
finally selling to a South Carolina buyer for $28,125.00. 
  
TIE #16 ▪ Lot 362 ▪ American Mahogany Cellarette ▪ $26,950.00  
 
Lot 362, a circa 1825 American Classical carved mahogany cellarette attributed to Anthony Quervelle 
from the Barbara Cassidy Boor Collection, achieved an impressive $26,950.00, selling for more than 
six times its presale low estimate to a Northeast collector bidding on the telephone. 
 
TIE #16 ▪ Lot 157 ▪ Alexander John Drysdale ▪ $26,950.00  
 
Lot 157, an oil on canvas titled “Lone Live Oak Tree” by New Orleans artist Alexander John Drysdale 
(1870-1934), achieved an impressive $26,950.00, selling to a Mississippi collector bidding on the 
telephone.  
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a painting by Alexander 
John Drysdale with “Dawn along the Bayou,” which sold on June 25, 2011 for $44,215.00. 
 
#17 ▪ Lot 518 ▪ Edward Sheriff Curtis ▪ $25,725.00 
 
Against a presale estimate of $12,000 to $18,000, lot 518, an iconic orotone print titled “Chief of the 
Desert” by Western photographer and chronicler of the Native American people Edward Sheriff Curtis 



(1868-1952), sold for $25,725.00 against staunch competition from the telephone bank, Internet and 
salesroom floor.  
 
TIE #18 ▪ Lot 305 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $24,500.00 
 
Lot 305, “Catch a Fish Today,” a poignant scene of life in Cajun country by Louisiana artist George 
Rodrigue (1944-2013), sold for $24,500.00 against competition from the telephones, Internet and 
salesroom floor. 
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for the artist with “Chairman 
of the Board,” which sold on April 18, 2015 for $173,275.00.  
 
TIE #18 ▪ Lot 221 ▪ William Louis Sonntag, N.A. ▪ $24,500.00 
 
Lot 221, “Figures Hunting and Fishing at Sunset,” a dramatic 1846 composition by Hudson River 
School artist William Louis Sonntag (1822-1900), attracted interest from the salesroom floor, 
telephone bank, and Internet, finally selling to a local collector bidding on the telephone for 
$24,500.00.  
 
TIE #18 ▪ Lot 168 ▪ William Aiken Walker ▪ $24,500.00 
 
Lot 168, “House along the Gulf Coast,” an 1870 oil on paper by William Aiken Walker 
(American/South Carolina, 1838-1921), sold for $24,500.00 to a collector bidding from the salesroom 
floor.  
 
#19 ▪ Lot 241 ▪ Walter Inglis Anderson ▪ $18,987.00 
 
Against an estimate of $8,000 to $12,000, lot 241, Walter Anderson’s (American/Mississippi, 1903-
1965) unusual watercolor of “Bananas” sold to a Texas collector bidding in the room for $18,987.00.  
 
Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by Walter Inglis 
Anderson with “Study for the Mural of the History of the South,” which sold on December 6, 2003 for 
$162,000.00. 
 
#20 ▪ Lot 369 ▪ American Rosewood Étagère ▪ $18,750.00 
 
Lot 369, an exceptional mid-19th century American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood étagère 
attributed to John Henry Belter featuring a unique Federal shield and laurel wreath, sold for 
$18,750.00 to a Tennessee gentleman bidding from the salesroom floor.  
 
OTHER NOTABLE LOTS 
 
FURNITURE 
Lots 149 and 150, a circa 1856 U.S. House of Representatives carved oak chair (149) and desk (150) 
designed by Thomas Ustick Walter as part of an important federal commission to furnish the newly 
constructed House of Representatives chambers, sold exceptionally well to an Internet buyer for 



$11,025.00 and $11,340.00. Neal Auction Company has an accomplished 30 year history of selling 
U.S. House of Representatives chairs and desks successfully at auction. 
 
Lot 364, a mid-19th century American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood center table 
attributed to John Henry Belter, realized $11,053.00. The table was one of the several pieces from the 
Service Collection/Estate of Grant A. Oakes featured in the Louisiana Purchase Auction™. With three 
telephone bidders competing against an active Internet and the salesroom floor, the Belter table sold 
to a Southern collector bidding on LiveAuctioneers.com. 
 
Lot 58, a fine English or German carved and gilded center table sold for $10,718.00 to a local collector 
competing against considerable interest from the Internet. 
 
DECORATIVE ARTS 
Neal Auction Company’s Louisiana Purchase Auction™ witnessed significant interest in its decorative 
arts offerings. Some of the highlights include lot 337, a pair of English patinated bronze sinumbra 
lamps from the Service Collection, Estate of Grant A. Oakes, Warren, OH, which, against a $3,000 to 
$5,000 estimate, achieved $15,312.00; lots 244 and 249, three Newcomb College art pottery high 
glaze plates (244) and a bowl (249) from the Kleinpeter Collection, realized $18,375.00 and 
$12,250.00; and lot 79, a “Grand Tour” gilt bronze model of the Vendôme column, which sold for an 
impressive $10,625.00.  
 
Prices realized include Neal Auction Company’s Buyer’s Premium. Neal Auction Company’s Buyer’s 
Premium is 25% of the hammer price up to and including $200,000, plus 10% of the hammer price 
greater than $200,000. For purchases made by cash, check or wire transfer the buyer’s premium is 
reduced by 3% of the 25%. 
 
PRESS CONTACT 
BETTINE FIELD CARROLL ▪ estates@nealauction.com 
NEAL AUCTION COMPANY  
4038 MAGAZINE STREET ▪ NEW ORLEANS, LA 70115 
www.nealauction.com ▪ 504.899.5329 
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