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ACHIEVES $2.75 MILLION 
 

 World Record Prices Achieved at Neal Auction’s Important Fall Estates Auction for Artists 

Andres Molinary ($261,500.00), Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer ($110,250.00), and Will Henry 

Stevens ($28,175.00), among others 

 

 American Furniture and Period Lighting from the Estate of Grant A. Oakes highlights Neal 

Auction’s Important Fall Estates Auction, realizing over $700,000 in sales 

 

 Neal Auction Company Maintains Top Sale Results for Louisiana Artist George Rodrigue 

 

Neal Auction Company’s September 12 & 13, 2015 Important Fall Estates Auction witnessed 

excellent results for fine art, furniture, lighting and decorative arts.  

 

The Important Fall Estates Auction featured a number of notable collections, including property 

from the renowned Service Collection from the Estate of Grant A. Oakes, Warren, OH, which 

achieved in excess of $700,000. The Service Collection, which has been prominently featured in 

some of the most important publications on 19th century American furniture and decorative arts, is 

by far one of the most important single-owner collections of its type to come to auction in years. 

Neal Auction Company presented the first phase of the Service Collection as part of its Winter 

Estates Auction, where it achieved a similarly impressive $800,000, bringing the combined sales 

total for the collection in both auctions to over $1.5 million. In addition to the success of the 

Service Collection, Neal Auction witnessed outstanding sale results with works from the Baton 

Rouge, LA Collection of D. Benjamin Kleinpeter, Sr., including a world record auction price for a 

work by New Orleans artist, Andres Molinary.  

 

Neal Auction’s Important Fall Estates Auction achieved several record breaking prices for works 

by artists at auction, including Andres Molinary, Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer, and Will Henry 

Stevens, among others.  

 

TOP LOTS 
 

#1 ▪ Lot 323 ▪ Andres Molinary ▪ $261,500.00 

The highlight of Neal Auction Company’s September 12 and 13, 2015 Important Fall Estates 

Auction was lot 323, an idyllic landscape by Andres Molinary (American/New Orleans, 1847-

1915) titled “North Shore, Lake Pontchartrain (Fisherman's Cabin),” from the Baton Rouge 

collection of D. Benjamin Kleinpeter, Sr. The work more than quadrupled its pre-sale low estimate 

of $60,000 to sell for the record breaking price of $261,500.00 to an American collector competing 

against a bank of telephone bidders and the salesroom floor. The former record auction price for a 



work by Molinary was achieved by Neal Auction Company with “Lake Shore,” which sold for 

$94,500 in December 2005. 

 

#2 TIE ▪ Lot 376 ▪ Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer ▪ $110,250.00 

Lot 376, “Cluster #1,” the first in a series of highly coveted grid paintings created by Ida 

Kohlmeyer (American/New Orleans, 1912-1997) in the 1970s, was acquired by a collector bidding 

in the room against an active telephone bank and the salesroom floor. Carrying a presale estimate 

of $40,000 to $60,000, the painting nearly tripled its low estimate selling for $110,250.00 and 

creating a new record price for the artist at auction. The former record price for a work by the artist 

was achieved by Neal Auction Company with “Striae # 2,” which sold in April 2014 for 

$101,575.00. 

 

#2 TIE ▪ Lot 371 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $110,250.00 

Lot 371, “Blue Dog Looking for a Home,” a vibrant acrylic on canvas by beloved Louisiana artist 

George Rodrigue (1944-2013), achieved $110,250.00. Against a $50,000 to $80,000 estimate, the 

painting sold to a local collector bidding on the telephone against staunch competition from other 

telephone bidders and the salesroom floor. 

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by George 

Rodrigue with “Chairman of the Board,” which sold in April 2015 for $173,275.00.  

 

#3 TIE ▪ Lot 122 ▪ Belter Sofa ▪ $107,187.00  

Against an estimate of $40,000 to $60,000, lot 122, an American Rococo carved and laminated 

rosewood sofa attributed to John Henry Belter in the pattern known as “Cornucopia,” achieved an 

impressive $107,187.00.  This rare and remarkable piece from the Service Collection of Grant 

Oakes, Warren, OH generated enormous telephone, Internet and absentee interest, eventually 

selling to a Southern collector on the salesroom floor. 

 

#3 TIE ▪ Lot 350 ▪ Louis Oscar Griffith ▪ $107,187.00  

Lot 350, an oil painting depicting “A View of St. Louis Cathedral with Ursuline Nuns” by Louis 

Oscar Griffith (American, 1875-1956, act. New Orleans, 1916-1917), attracted widespread 

attention from the salesroom floor and telephone bank, ultimately selling to a Southern collector 

for $107,187.00 against an estimate of $40,000 to $60,000. The painting represents a hallmark 

work of Griffith’s light-filled, Impressionistic scenes of New Orleans’ iconic French Quarter. 

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by Louis Oscar 

Griffith with “Unloading the Banana Boats, New Orleans Dock,” which sold in February 2007 for 

$113,750.00. 

 

#4 ▪ Lot 149 ▪ Belter Center Table ▪ $59,375.00 

Lot 157, a rare, American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood center table attributed to John 

Henry Belter, New York, achieved an impressive $59,375.00— more than doubling its pre-sale 

low estimate of $25,000. The table, which closely relates to the example Belter constructed for the 

Lincoln bedroom at the White House, came to Neal Auction Company from the Grant Oakes 

Service Collection.  

 

#5 ▪ Lot 372 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $55,125.00 



Lot 372, “Through the Lavender Woods,” a 1992 oil and acrylic on canvas by Louisiana artist 

George Rodrigue (1944-2013) sold for $55,125.00 against a pre-sale estimate of $20,000 to 

$40,000.  The painting represents an early work in the Blue Dog series, for which the artist gained 

nationwide fame. A Texas collector bidding on the phone acquired the lot after battling seven other 

telephone bidders and two absentee bids. 

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by George 

Rodrigue with “Chairman of the Board,” which sold in April 2015 for $173,275.00. 

  

#6 ▪ Lot 787 ▪ American Gilt Bronze and Cut Glass Gasolier ▪ $50,000.00 

Lot 787, a fine antique American gilt bronze and cut glass four light gasolier from the Service 

Collection of Grant Oakes, Warren, OH greatly exceed expectations. With a presale estimate of 

$3,000 to $5,000, the gasolier generated considerable interest across all bidding platforms, selling 

for an impressive $50,000.00 to a telephone bidder. 

 

#7 ▪ Lot 388 ▪ George Rodrigue ▪ $44,100.00 

Lot 388, “Crawfish Salesman,” a circa 1988 oil on canvas by George Rodrigue 

(American/Louisiana, 1944-2013) saw widespread attention from Southern regional collectors. 

The iconic image from the artist’s Cajun series more than doubled its $20,000 low estimate, selling 

for $44,100.00 to a Texas collector.  

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for George Rodrigue with 

the sale of “Chairman of the Board,” which sold on April 18, 2015 for $173,275.00. 

 

Tied #8 ▪ Lots 123 and 124 ▪ Belter Armchairs ▪ $33,687.00 

Lots 123 and 124, two consecutive lots of American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood 

armchairs attributed to John Henry Belter, New York, with the highly-regarded Service Collection 

provenance, sold to the same telephone buyer for $33,687.00 each, against competition from the 

telephone bank and the salesroom floor.  

 

#9 ▪ Lot 330 ▪ Creole Mahogany Armoire ▪ $31,850.00 

Lot 330, a fine and rare Creole inlaid mahogany armoire created in Louisiana during the early part 

of 19th century sold notably well. Against a presale estimate of $15,000 to $25,000, the armoire 

achieved $31,850.00, selling to local collector competing against the salesroom floor and an active 

telephone bank. 

 

#10 ▪ Lot 365 ▪ Will Henry Stevens ▪ $28,175.00 

Lot 365, “The First Laugh of Autumn,” a 1945 Modernist oil by Will Henry Stevens (American, 

1881-1949), performed exceptionally well, achieving a new record price of $28,175.00 for a work 

of art by the artist sold at auction. Against an estimate of $15,000 to $25,000, the Stevens painting 

witnessed widespread attention from all bidding platforms, eventually selling to a Southern 

collector bidding on the telephone. 

 

#11 ▪ Lot 785 ▪ American Carved Oak Dining Chairs ▪ $23,750.00 
Lot 785, a set of ten elaborately carved American Renaissance oak dining chairs, greatly surpassed 

expectations by garnering considerable interest from the salesroom floor, telephone bank, and 



absentee bidders. Against an estimate of $2,500 to $5,000, the set sold for $23,750.00 to an 

American collector bidding on the phone.  

 

#12 ▪ Lot 17 ▪ New York Marquetry Center Table ▪ $22,662.00 
Lot 17, a rare American Renaissance marquetry center table from the Grant Oakes Service 

Collection attracted significant interest among furniture connoisseurs. Carrying a presale auction 

estimate of $12,000 to $18,000, the table sold to a New York collector bidding on the phone for 

$22,662.00 against competition from other telephone bidders, several absentee bids, and the 

salesroom floor. 

 

#13 ▪ Lot 125 & 126 ▪ Belter Side Chairs ▪ $22,050.00 & $20,825.00 

Lots 125 and 126, two pairs of American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood side chairs 

attributed to John Henry Belter, New York, sold in two consecutive lots to the same telephone 

buyer for $22,050.00 and $20,825.00 respectively. The side chairs were among the exceptional lots 

of Belter furniture from the Grant Oakes Service Collection, which attracted American furniture 

collectors throughout the country to Neal Auction’s sale. 

 

#14 ▪ Lot 132 ▪ English Gilt Bronze Argand Chandelier ▪ $21,250.00 

Lot 132, a fine English gilt bronze four light argand chandelier with the Service Collection 

provenance, far exceeded expectation. Against a presale estimate of $8,000 to $12,000, the 

chandelier realized $21,250.00, selling to an absentee bidder competing against the salesroom floor 

and the telephone bank. 

 

#15 Tied ▪ Lot 148 ▪ Belter Étagère ▪ $19,600.00  

Lot 148, an American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood étagère attributed to John Henry 

Belter, New York, attracted a great deal of activity from telephone bidders and the salesroom floor. 

The piece, with the highly-coveted Service Collection provenance, was purchased by a telephone 

buyer for $19,600.00.  

 

#15 Tied ▪ Lot 610 ▪ Chinese Bronze Censer ▪ $19,600.00 
Estimated at $1,800 to $2,500, lot 610, a Chinese bronze censer with an elaborate cast-relief of 

dragons pursuing flaming pearls, became the much coveted prize of a Texas collector, who outbid 

the Internet and telephone bank, to win the piece for $19,600.00.  

  

#16 ▪ Lot 805 ▪ Black Forest Regulator Clock ▪ $18,750.00 
Against a $2,500 to $3,500 estimate, lot 173, an intricately carved Black Forest walnut regulator 

clock, achieved an impressive $18,750.00. The clock generated a flurry of activity from the phone 

bank, salesroom floor, and absentee bidders, eventually selling to a Western collector bidding on 

the telephone.  

 

#17 ▪ Lot 167 ▪ Belter Étagère ▪ $17,762.00  

With a presale estimate of $5,000 to $7,500, lot 167, an American Rococo carved and laminated 

rosewood étagère attributed to John Henry Belter, New York, from the Service Collection of Grant 

Oakes, achieved an impressive $17,762.00. The piece, which was acquired by a Southern collector 

bidding on the phone, witnessed considerable interest among telephone bidders and the salesroom 

floor.  

 



#18 ▪ Lot 370 ▪ Peter Max ▪ $17,150.00 

Lot 370, “Statue of Liberty,” an oil on canvas created by Peter Max (German/New York, b. 1937) 

in 1992 to help generate funds to restore the colossal national monument, sold exceptionally well. 

A Northwestern collector, who successfully outbid the Internet, telephone bank and absentee 

buyers, acquired the work for $17,150.00.  

 

Tied #19 ▪ Lot 379 ▪ Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer ▪ $16,537.00 
Lot 379, “Cut Out No. 3,” a mixed media on canvas created by Ida Kohlmeyer, attracted bids from 

the salesroom floor, telephone bank, and the Internet. Against an estimate of $5,000 to $7,000, the 

work sold to a Southern collector bidding on the phone for an impressive $16,537.00.  

 

In its Important Fall Estates Auction, Neal Auction Company achieved the world record price for a 

work by the artist with lot 376, “Cluster #1,” which sold for $110,250.00. 

 

Tied #19 ▪ Lot 821 ▪ Belter Sofa ▪ $16,537.00 

Lot 821, a fine American Rococo carved and laminated rosewood sofa attributed to John Henry 

Belter, New York, was acquired for $16,537.00 by a Southern collector competing against several 

telephone bidders and the salesroom floor. 

 

#20 ▪ Lot 325 ▪ George Louis Viavant ▪ $15,925.00 

Lot 325, a 1924 watercolor depicting a “Google-Eye Bream Fish” by George Louis Viavant 

(American/New Orleans, 1872-1925) from the D. Benjamin Kleinpeter Collection, sold for 

$15,925.00 to a local collector bidding on the salesroom floor against competition from several 

phone bidders. 

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the record auction price for a work by George Louis 

Viavant with “Green-Winged Teal,” which sold in November 2010 for $50,190.00. 

 

LAGNIAPPES  

Lot 351 and 352 ▪ Walter Inglis Anderson ▪ $14,700.00 and $15,312.00  
Two consecutive lots of watercolors by treasured Mississippi artist Walter Anderson (1903-1965) 

in Neal Auction Company’s Important Fall Estates Auction performed well. The first, lot 351, 

titled “Dancing Billy Goats,” achieved $14,700.00, while the second, lot 352, titled “Pompano, 

realized $15,312.00. 

 

Neal Auction Company continues to maintain the world record auction price for a work by Walter 

Anderson with “Study for the Mural of the History of the South,” a rare oil painting, which 

achieved $162,000.00 in December 2003.  

 
Prices realized include Neal Auction Company’s Buyer’s Premium. Neal Auction Company’s Buyer’s Premium is 25% of 

the hammer price up to and including $200,000, plus 10% of the hammer price greater than $200,000. For purchases made 

by cash, check or wire transfer the buyer’s premium is reduced by 3% of the 25%. 
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