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HOWARD MICHAEL MADAUS
C.W. VEXILLOLOGICAL SERVICES
POST OFFICE BOX 1777
{85 MARQUETTE DRIVE)
cCODY, WYOMING 82414
(307) 527-5932

5 September 1997

Mr. Gary Hendershott

Poat Office Box 22520

2200 Rodney Parham Road, Suite 209
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

Dear Mr. Hendershott:

Belatedly I wish to thank you faor the various packets of
data forwarded to me on 24 April, 14 May, and 22 July 1997 in
relation to the battle flag of the 47th Regiment Geqorgia
Volunteer Infantry. Although I had considerable information
relating to this flag dating tc as early es 1981, the additional
information that you provided or led me to seek independently
.confirms not only that, in my opinion, the flag is indeed
authentic and contemporanecus to the American Civil War but also
{and perhaps more importantly)} indicates that it was carried by
the 47th Georgia Infantry after having been presented by the
Ladies of Charleston in honor of their defense of that city and
their participation in the battle of Secessionville on 16 June
IBG2.

To reiterate, the flag itself is an suthentic example of =&
Confederate battle flag from the American Civil War. BRased on
Fonda Thomsen’s textile analysis (Textile Preservation
Associates, Inc., report no. 22%), I must make minor reviaions in
describing the dimensions and materials employed in the flag.

The flag itself measures 72" (to 74" if stretched) on its staff

by 70" to 71" on its fly. The field iz made from a now faded red b
cotton flannel {also known as challis}, secticoned from five Lfﬁﬂ%bm
pieces seamed both horizontally and vertically. A_gggk_hlng_ﬂ“

waol /cotton mixture dress material having diamo shaped imprinta

hae been appliqued in 9" wide strips diagohally across both sides

of the field after a 1" wide white cotton border has been sewn

over its edges (resulting in a 7 1/2" wide crosa with 1" edging

on each side) from corner to corner te form a St. Andrew’s cross.
Thirteen white cotton five-pointed stars are appligued to each

side of the cross, the twelve on the arms on each side measuring

7" across their points and the center measuring 8" across its

points; these are sewn at intervals of approximately 13 1/2"-14"

from one another [measured center te center). The edges of the

field en three sides are hemmed over, with a reinforcing cord

within the hem. The lower edge {or upper, depending on how the

flag is displayed) is partially encased with a 1" wide white

cotton bordar, but only far 15" from the heading. The leading

edge is partly encompassed by a 8" wide (3" when folded in half

and underhemmed) white cotton duck section that has been doubled
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to form a sleeve 3" wide when flat. Significantly, on one side

of this heading are the faded remaing of the inked inscription
"Col. .- Bdwards'. {mce encloasure A}

A check of the listings of Confederate field officers of the
Confederate Army indicates that six field officers had the family
name "Edwards" but only four of theae rose to the rank of 1
Colonel: Oliver E. Edwards (Col, 13th $.C, Inf.); Jeptha Edwards
(Col. 49th-31st Ala. Inf.); J.C. Edwards {Lt. Col. 5th S.C.
Cav.); and A.C. Edwards (Lt. Col. and Col., 47th Geo. Inf.). As
the flag comes with very credible provenance associating it with
a Georgia unit, the "Col. ... Edwards" inked on the heading can
ocnly be Colonel A.C. Edwardsz, eventual commander of the 47th
Georgia Infantry. That identification coincides with the history
ascribed to the flag of having been presented by the ladies of %}'
Charleston for the unit's service in the defense of that city. ﬂﬂuof?

According t n article in the Charleston Hercury;‘fﬁﬁﬁx—__-
"Ladies Charieston Association in Aid aof Their Volunteer
Soldiers" presented four battle flags that they had prepared
locally for the Ffour Georgia units that had been called to
Charleston during the crisis that culminated in the battle of
Secessionville on 18 June 1862, A review of the reparts and
correspondence in the Official Records (Series I, Vol. 14- all
citations listed below) wvields that indeed there were four
Georgia regimenta that were sent to the defense of Charleaton in
the first two weeks of June, 1882. These were:

48th Georgia Infantry, whiech waz present &t Charleston {2nd
Military District of South Carolina) according to the monthly
report of troops en hand as of 31 May 1862 (pp. 529-§30), which
relived the 22nd sS.C. Inf. during the battle (pp. 20-92), and
which was in the 1st Military District of 5.C. as of 30 June 1882
(pp. 576=-576).

47th Georgia Infantry, and the

Elst Georgia Infantry, both of which were sent to the Charleston
arepn defenses about 3 or 4 June 1882 (pp. 536-538), and both of
which participated in the battle of Secessionville in support of
Colonel Hagood (pp. 90-92}, and which remained in the defenses
around Charlesfon as late of 30 June 1862 (pp. 575-576}.

32nd Georgia Infentry, which was in Savannah until at least 5
June 1862 when it was ordered to the support of Colonel Smith
(pp. 548, 550) et Secessionville, but which did not leave until
10 June {p. 556} but which had returned to Savannah by 30 June
1882 (pp. 575-576).

¥o other Georgia units participated in the defense of Charleston
in June of 1862. Hence the four flags referred to as having been
made for the Georgia units must have been for these four
regiments of infantry.

Sincerely,
$ﬁ¥£ummuf;/442a4QbCl

Howard Michael Madaus
1 encl.
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A

tnit designacion: 47th Regiment Georgia Valunteer Infantry, C.8.A.%

Mercury., this is one of four (&) flags
lescon Associatien in Aid of Thier Velunteer
ion to the four Georgia regiments
d the battle of

According to the Charleston
prepared by rhe WLadieg Char
daldiers™ in June of 1862 for presentat
that participated in the defense of Charleston an
Secessipnville, 16 June 1862, %

Hiscory:

heading 15 marked ueol. ... Edwards", for Golonel A.0. Fdwards, commanding 47th
Georgia Infantry. ¥ = 32ndﬁﬂfﬁgh?7hith, and 51st Ceorgia Infantry.

*
1
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Field Cross Edge Stars (13) Border (partial
Color: red dark blue (with vhite, whire, & ptd., white, 1" wide.
{Eaded) whice diamond 1" wide. 12 on arms each only 15" long
imprincs), 7 1/2" 7" across poincs;on lower, stafi
wide. . 8" in center. portian only.
Macerial: cotton woal/cotton cotton coLton cotton
flannel mixture.
(challis)

The leading edge is a sleeve of white cotten duck, 3" wide

when flat.
center-1s£i13 1/2%_15%; canter-2nd: 26 1/2:-28"; center-Jrd: L0
424

Method of attachment:

Star separation:
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Yextile Preservation Associates, Inc.

P.Q. BOX 606 » SHARPSBURG, MARYLAND 21782 » PHONE {301) 432-4160
ANALYSIS REPORT (revised)

Date: March 26, 1991

TPA%: 229

Object: largs Confederate Battle Flag
Client: ZField 1¥»

£Fisld 2%
&Fiald 43, «Fiesld 5% «Field 6»

DESCRIPTION:
Measurements: leading edge: 72" Ffly: 70"

The flag consists of a red wool challis field, made up of five pieces
of fabric, with a 7 1/2" wide blue St. Andrew’s cross, made of a patternad
dress fabric, appligued tc each side. The cross oh each side has a 1" wide
white cotton fimbration and thirteen 7" cotton stars appligued to the
surfaca. The red fabric is not cut away under the cross and the blue
Ffabric, with the fimbration intact, are continuous whare the airms of the
cross overlap. The leading edge has a 3" wide hoist made of & heavy 'coarse
wovern cotton. Thirty one inches down from the top of the hoist on the
obverse side, written in script 3/8 ths of an inch high is "Col (7)
Cdwards". The top edge has a 1/2" hem into which is inssrted a 1/4”
diameter rope. The bottom and fly edges have a 1/2" wide cotton border.
The flag is sewn both by hand and machine.

EXAMINATION:

Photos: Five color 35 mm slides were taken of both sides

cix scale drawings of obverse and reverse

Particle samples: enclosad

The particle samples are an uncontaminated, vacuumed sampling of the

particulate matter presenht throughout the surface of thes Tlag. Do not open
the container or they will be contaminated and lost. IT the flag has naver
been washed, analysis of these particles often ravsals soils, pallen,
airborne contaminants such as salt spray or combustion products, and any
other particulate matter the flag has been in contact with throughout it’s
history. Identification of the particulate matter requires a skilled
polarized light or forensic microscopist (2).

UvY LIGHT: The red wool challis fluoresced orange. The fly has an
extensive ammount of diagonal staining not readily apparent in visib

1a
1ight but proncunced under ultra-vioclet light. One of a series of stain

s
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that extend down the hoist, extends over the signature making it less
visible under ultraviolet light than visible 1ight.

METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION:

(See Drawings #1 A-D)
1. Six pieces of red weol challis were pieced together to form one large
square for the fly in the following manher (see drawing 1 C):

1) Two 5" wide D1ECEb, 51" (rio. 2) and 21" (po. 1), neither with_ a
se1vage, were sewn together on the short ends to form the top of the
f1ag ,

2) A A7 sguare piece (ne. 4) with a selvage on the top, wWas sewﬁ to
‘a 47" x 22" piece ( ng. 6) with no selvages, to Torm the fly and of
the flag.

'.3) A 48" x 21 t/2" piece (no.3 ) with a selvage on the right, was
sewn ta a 22" x 20" piecé (rRo.5 ) with a selvage en the bottom, to
form the Teading edgeroﬁrthe Tlag.

44} The 2nd ahd 3rd pieces were sewh together on the long edge
;(VErt1Ca11y) bhen SSWT along the top edge (hcr'conta11y) to the 15t
piece to forn the fly of the f1ug

A1T of the red fabrics were joined w1th a hand stiteted 1at—.e11 seam
using a natura1 co10red CUtten thread. The red wool was 19fu intact : '
- beneath the crcss -

C oz, 'The crosses were prepared next in the following mannar:

Reve?Sa.side:

{a) Thrée pieces ( 14", 72" and 3" Tong) of 8" w1de ‘blue cotton/wool
blend difess’ we1ght |abr1c were séamed together, - hand with zcotten
rthread te form the upper fly to lower hoist arm of thae cross. The
72" 1ength had & =e1Vage on +he upper side.

'(b) One single Teﬂgth &1 _the Same fabr1c 99 long, with a'aéTv&Qe on
the Towar side, formed ‘the other arm., - '

Obverbe b1de

The crosses werg pieced in the same manner as the seams of the reverse
crcss with the upper hoist to lower fly eﬁd arm having ene 28" piece
fabrie and. the other arm_uhree pieces.-

3, A 1“ wide p1ece af cotton f1mbrut1on wWas nach1ne sewn 1/2" from the edge
of the twc pieced cross arms, then folded back ovar the outer edge ot the
cross fabric and turned under 1/4" on the outer edge.
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4. The two pieced bect1ons of cross were aligned to form the lower hoist to
upper fl1y arms of the cros on the obverse and reverse sides of the red
woal then attached by mach1ne sewing down the outer edge of the fimbratienh
uhrcugh all 7 1qyerb ot fabric. The large center star was nach1ne sewn to
the reverse side going uhrough altl of the Tayers of Fabr1c

5. Al3 of the stars were cut out of cotton Fabric. BSix stars ware sawnh ot
the arms of the obverse side by turning the edges of the stars under 1/8"
and sewing through all thres Jayers with a lock stitch machine, using a
cotton thread. On the reverse side, six% stars were hand sewn tc the
cpposite cross arm, covering the macn1ne,bt1tch, with uOutOﬁ thread.

8. S1n stars were then mach1ne sewn o each of the two 88" 1engtha of the
cress_ The arms weré aligned to form a cross and machine ‘sewn in place
again through the fimbration. The- center star on the reversa side was
‘nabh1ne sewh i p1ace going through &11 three layers of fabric. The fabric
of tha arm underneath With the fimbration trim, Was not cut away when the
sgéond arm Wau glaced aver it.

7. The center star of -k' obwerse b1de was hand thtthd in ptace.

S A 3/8" bordér was formad on, the ‘1y end and bottom edge of the f1ag
“First a 1" wide p1ec5 a. cottaﬂ wWas nach1ne ‘sowWn down its cenmte 1/4" From
the euge of : the flag. The wh1te cotton ahd. ‘TMQ were fa1ded'over,on ghe
seam ling which Teft the white cotton brow1ﬁg Bh both sides. The edges of
the wh1te cottor webe -ty irmed dn 1/8" alomg the. inside edge and machtine
sewn go1rg through a11 of the- 1ayerb at one time.

| “The top- edge of the f]ag was elded over - a .length of 1/4" rope and
nabh1ne sewit. A 1",5ur1p of heavy cottenm re1n.orc1ng fabric was 1 aCed
over this edge for a- d1staﬂce of 18' Trom ;he leading edge.

10. A atr1p af heavy cott Idbl1c at 1e st eight inches wide (constructed
of two pieces fabric 22" and 57" 1Qng, f1at foll seamed together) was -
machire sewn to the obverss side of the Teading edge to Fform une h01bu

Thae machine was threaded with an off wh1te cotton thread.

1. The _|abFTC Was aolded around, the edge turned undei~ 1/4", and machine
top stitched to the reverse &ides of the Teading adge. - This formed a hoist
“gbout 4" wide. TWO para11e1 rews ot Tach1ne st1 tching were p1aced the )
Tength of the hoist about 17 ﬁ3art starting -1® from the turhed edge. - The’
hoist is presently in Ewe p1eceb with & tu:ned under flap sewn downh the
-langth of the oUtside édge using an off white 2 ply.Z thread. The top and
bottom edges of the hoist were turned 1ﬂs1de and wh1p~au1tched c1osed with

cotton thread.

'SAH?LING;

'The f1ag was ekaﬁ|red and Sanp1ed us1ny a JKH stereoc microscope at 21X (Sss
drawing IV). Fiber 1de”t1f1ﬁat1cna were made us1ﬁg a Leitz compound

microescope at 270X.

Results are included in the report.
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CONDITION:
Previous tieatment:

Four triangular pieces of. red-brown cotion were cut to underlay the
guadrants. hese were basted by hand to an off-white cotton square cut to
f1ag size plus 1" ({The upper and left side gquadrants were left pinned
into pltacs along the upper arm of the cross going through the Tabric of the
flag in 4 places and had never - been basted.) A 4" wide strip of cotton was
added to reinforce the hoist.  The flag was attached to the backing fabric,
with cotton thread, aloeng the fimbration using running stitches through the
" wool on both sides and tent stitches through the fimbration. Rumning
stitches. ware used around- the perimeter of the flag. The seams of the red
Wwool ‘were sewn with cotton and 5iTk crepe11ﬂe thread in running st1uches
The daﬁaged areas wWere sewn using a combination of running and zig-zag
5u1tch1ng in- both cottOﬁ and silk crepe11ne thread. The lining fabric was
Tout away From the square hole in the baottom guadrant. The.eadges of the
eatton 11n1ng fabric were turnsd under and taped into place with masking

.tape
VCurre@t conﬁﬁtiﬁﬂ'

A1l nabr1c components of the flag are degraded toc a very weak, brittle

7 state except for the hoist fabric. The red fabric is severely faded, an
indication that Tight- may have bden a Tactor in the degradation of all: of
the fibers. - The Ffibegrs tha éross fabric) gtars, fimbraticn and ths

. sewing. unreads are very br1tt1e ah* f""cbure when handled. The red wasl of

_ Ehe bGtLOﬁ quadrant haafﬁ,iurge 18" square section missing fram the cente
and saveral- small holes. The square appears to have been cut away. on.khe.
211 four sides but the wpper 1 eading edge corner is degraded and may ha ol
beeon damaged instead of cut. The fly -end guadrant has a 33" x 1 1/2" Su-.ppf
missing from the edge, but is stherw1se intact. The top guadiant has many

- gmall {1/4" or less) holes near the center and. saveral long splits along
the top edge. There is alseo. sonu dark staining in this qaadraﬁu. The

- leading edge QUQdFanu has suf fered muuh breakage and 1¢ss.  The hoist is

imtact. The border along the bottom and fly edges is almost entirely gone

ér'i.ron the réverdés of the flag (see Drawings. # 2A & ¢D_' There are large
-d1agona1 Sua1ns extending down the f1y from ‘exposure to the elements durnig

use.

: _ There are 2 bma11 patches ef red wool attached with'qnelof the cotton
sewing +h*equ used in the constructien of the flag, by sewing back and
forth as 1s carried out when darning (See Drawing #5). )

,RESULTS OF TH: EXAMINATION-

: The- prev1aus treatmeﬁt Was removed to expobe both s1deo of the flag..
" The flag was p]aced beuween two p1eues Gf my1ar for suppoft during’ hand11rg

and storage

The Suretuhuﬁg of the ho1st indicates previcus hanging and use. Theré'
igs some spottiimg on the fabric that may be blood and some gray spots tha
could be combustion products. The flag is severely stained in a d1agcna1
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_direction, possibly from the envircnmental conditions to which the flag was
exposed. :

The fly appears to be intact as constructed with ne major changes.
The two argas of pauchzﬁg overlaid with -a darning stitch appear to have
been carried out before the flag was asaemb1ed because they are
incorporated in the sewing of the seams.

.The hoist did not have evidence of a method of attachment so it was
1nvest1gated further. The method of erstruction indicatee the hoist was
eriginally constructed of one pisce. of fabric but as it appears now, the
obverse and reverse hoist fabrics are separabe and Jo1ned with a rolled
seam on the reverse side. Since the sowing threads on this szam wsre more
modern than the rest of the flag, they were removed and the seam opeﬁed Up .
WYhen the seam was Taid cut Tlat, it revealed a series of tack hoelés running

_-down the - ‘haist adbout 107 apart. The staining ohn the fabric inside the seam
‘indicates the hHoist fabric was laid out fTat during use then rolled and
seamed tege her at a tater time (Sse diagram 14).

;,eezeeﬁTEe HISTORV'

- iEe flag is Peporued to have “been hand made of dress fabrics by a
greupre; Tadies then presented to a unit which Carr1ed in battle for ever a
ysar. ' : : :

CONCLUSION:

ot

The materials found in the originatl fabric of the flag are consistan
with mater1a13 available during the Civil War pericd. The Tlag was '
eApert1y crafted by persochs OF a person with mature sew1ug ‘skills, as would
e eApected of 1adies oF ths per1ad Fhe present condition of the flag
supports the suggestsd histery of use dur1ﬁg battle. :

.. :_

-
Jag]
=

_Fonds G. Thomseh, Director ~ Date: March 2§, 18
Textile Preservation Asscociates, Inc.

REFERENCES :
1. Te&miﬁb]cgy used throughout the reﬁort.wae taken from:

"The EautTe FIage OF The Cunfede rate Army OF Tennessee
Howard Michael Madaus & Robert B. Needhaﬁ, H1|waukee Putlic Mussum,

CMT waukee, W1scene1n, 1978,
2, For fur%her-&naTysie, Textj1e,PFeeervation-Aseociatee, Ine. recommends
the Mc Crone Associates, 850 Eaequ%ne111 Drive, Westmont, I1. 6055% , phonhe
(708) 887-7100 contact: Dick Bisbing.
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